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Collection Overview

Biographical Information:

Richard Waldron I11 was born on February 21, 1693/4, graduated from Harvard in 1712, and was
appointed king’s attorney in 1715. He was appointed to his father’s position as clerk of the
Council in 1717, and at his father’s death in 1730, succeeded him as province secretary and
judge of common pleas. He was also appointed member of the council at this time, upon the
resignation of his father-in-law Col. Thomas Westbrook. In 1737, he was made judge of probate.
When Benning Wentworth became governor of New Hampshire in 1741, replacing Governor
Belcher, Waldron was soon stripped of all his offices. Consequently, he spent the rest of his life



trying to get Wentworth dismissed. Waldron was elected representative by the town of Hampton,
1747-1753, and was chosen Speaker of the House. The governor rejected the choice, producing a
deadlock which tied up all the business of the house for three years. Waldron died August 23,
1753.

Richard Waldron 111 was grandson of Major Richard (1615-1689); the son of Colonel Richard
(1650-1730) and Eleanor (Vaughn) Waldron. Richard 111 married Elizabeth, born November 26,
1701, daughter of Colonel Thomas and Mary (Sherburne) Westbrook of Falmouth, ME, on
December 31, 1718. Their eldest son, Richard (1719-1746), was lost at sea. The second son,
Thomas Westbrook (1721-1785), managed his father’s property and took over his affairs and
papers at his death. There were two other sons, William (1723-1741) and George (1731-1805).
Four children died at an early age.

Collection Scope and Content Note:

The correspondence with Jonathan Belcher (1682-1757), governor of Massachusetts and New
Hampshire, 1730 to 1741, and of New Jersey, 1746 to 1757, gives a detailed account of all the
affairs of the province. The first letter, written from England in 1730, tells of Belcher’s
appointment as governor. In subsequent letters there are official instructions to Waldron as
secretary, combined with unofficial instructions to Waldron as friend and private agent, candid
comments on events, and much vilification of everyone who opposed the governor.

From 1741 to 1743, there are comments on New Hampshire affairs and plans, which did not
materialize, for Waldron to become agent for the new towns west of the Merrimack River,
claimed by Massachusetts in the boundary dispute with New Hampshire. The correspondence
dropped off when Belcher was in England and was resumed to some extent when he was made
governor of New Jersey. Waldron hoped that Belcher could use his influence to have Governor
Benning Wentworth dismissed.

Letters written by a clerk and signed by Governor Belcher. About half of these letters have been
either printed in full or calendared. See New Hampshire Provincial Papers, 1V: 866-880; and
Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 61 Series, Vols. VI & V11, Belcher Papers.
There are 31 letters, February 6, 1729/30 to August 30, 1731; 115 letters, April 14, 1735 to
September 17, 1739; and 18 letters August 8, 1743 to August 9, 1753, which have not been
published.

The case of Governor Belcher (Volume 1, page 5), 7 pp. folio, is a statement of Governor
Belcher’s justification followed by a long refutation. See Library for photostat copy of Case of
Andrew Wiggin vs. Jonathan Belcher, 11 November 1739; also for photostat copies of material
on the Massachusetts-New Hampshire boundary dispute.

Transcripts of Governor Belcher’s letters to the Board of Trade, 1731-1741. Copied from
volumes in the Public Record Office, London. (977.8 G786bw) Note: 1883.001 and 1883.002
were once described in a single finding aid. The people field in the subject terms below represent
both collections.



Arrangement:
The materials in this collection were bound in three volumes. The volumes were disbhound in
1992 and the items placed in folders.
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